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Wc claim: t 
1. A hand held fly swatter apparatus capable of being 
configured to capture insects alive from given surfaces 
to allow their subsequent disposal, ttie apparatus com- 
prising: 

an elongate handle having a rear end intended to be 
grasped by a user, and a front end; 

a rigid housing attached to the front end of the handle 
and deAning an insect trap compartment having a 
large aperture through which an insect is placed 
within the insect trap compartment, the housing 
including an upper wall and interconnected side 
walls extending downwardly to defme the com- 
partment aperture, and / 

[a] track meari positioned adjaccn, 
to an edge of the compartment aperture; 
a planar [mesh] closure member 

Gupported [wit^in^ the 

track means 




and slidable between ^retracted position to 
permit access to theunsect trap compartment 
through the compartment aperture, and an ex- 
tended position wherein the [mesh] 



closure member 
covers the comp^ment aperture, wherein the 
housing and the jfmesh] 



closure member, in its ex- 
tended position, /cooperatively provide a fly swat- 
ter; and / 
means for slidably supporting a rear end portion of 

the [mesh/ closure member 
relative ito the handle, 
including [a] rear slide clamp 
means on ] [attached to] the 
rear end/ portion of the [mesh] 
closure member [, having a 
central /notch] through which 
the handle slidably extends* 



2. An apparatus as set forth in claim 1. wherein the 
handle has a generally recungular cross-sectional con- 
flguration and is constructed of a rcsiliently flexible 
material. 

3. An apparatus as set Xerth in claim 1, wherein the 
track means ^ f / 



Ic 

tWb*pa*aH?rcha] 



comprises tWVpaf^H^Tchannels which dcflne two 
sides of the corrfpartmcni aperture, wherein the chan- 
r 1 "^^^ to support a from end portion of the 

[mesn J closure r^ember throughout its range of motion 
between the retracted and extended positions. 



Z^4. An apparatus as set forth to claim 1, including 
means for limiting the extent of movement of the [itiesl 
closure member between the retracted position and the 
extended position^ * J 

5. An apparatus as sef forth in claim Mrherein the 
closure member movement limiting mwis includes a 
housing bumper enclp^fig a front end of the track 
means to 



prevent movemeaf of the closure member beyond the 
front end of the compartment aperture as defmed by the 
housing. / 

^6. An apparatus as set forth in claim 4, wherein the 
closure member movement limiting means includes a 
bumper fixed to the handle to prevent rearward move- 
ment of the closure member beyond the retracted posi- 
tion.^ I 

7. An apparatus as set forth in claim 1, wherein the 
housing is generally ^^sparent and the upper wall 
thereof includes J pluralitv^f small apertures which 
allow air and w/ier lo-pSss but which arc not large 

enough to pernflt a roach-sized insect to escape there- 
through. / ^ 

8. An apparatus as set forth in /claim 1, wherein the 
housing includes a projection /extending rearwardly 
from the insect trap compartroeht/ which projection 
supports a portion of the tryck^/ jfeans designed 
to support a frojgTj/end portion 
of the [mesh] ^closure member 
when [place] / placed in its 
retracted position . 
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. 9. A diud puipose apparatus providing. aJternitively, 
an insect trap and a fly swatter, the apparatu^/compris- 
ing: 

an elongate, resiliently flexible handle hiving a rear 
end intended to be grasped by a us^. and a front 
end; 

a rigid housing attached to the fro^t end of the han- 
dle, the housing defining anymsect trap compart- 
ment having a large apcryfre through which an 
insect is placed within the^msect trap compartment^^^ 

means stidable with res^^t to the handle and th^' 
housing in a plane betvi^n a retracted position and 
an extended positioi/^for covering the insect trap 
^ compartmepc^pepture in the extended position, 
and for ui^vcring said compartment aperture in 
the retracted p^ition to permit access to the insect 
trap coi^e^nment. wherein the slidable means, in 
the extend^ position, and the housing coopera- 
tively pro^de a fly swatter; 

wherein the slidable means comprises a planar 
[mesjf] 

closure member, and wherein the housing includes 
a track for the closure member, the t^ck compris- 
ing two parallel channels which defuie two sides of 
the compartment aperture, wherem the channels 
are arranged to support a front portion of the 
closure member throughout itv^ range of motion 
between the retracted and extended positions; and 
a rear slide clamp attached to 7f rear end portion of 
the [meshP 

closure memberyhaving a central notch 
through which the handl/slidably extends, which 
provides means for slidajoly supporting the rear end 
portion of the [ me sm ] 



closure member relative to the 

handle.^/ 

10. An apparatus as set forth in claim 9. wherein the 
housing includes an upper wall and interconnected side 
walls extending dowjiwardly to defuie the compart- 
ment aperture. 

/* 11. An apparatus as set forth in claim 10. wherein the 
bousing further includes a projection extending rear- 
wardly from the insect trap compartment, for support- 
ing a front end portion of the^slidable means when 
placed in its retracted position.*^ ji , 

12. An apparatus as s^ forth m claim 14. wherein the 
housing is generally uansparent and rhe upper wall 

, thereof includes a plurality of small apertures which 
allow air and water ito pass but which are not large 
enough to permit a /oach-sized insect to escape there- 
through. 

13. An apparatii^ as set forth in claim 9. including 
means for limiting/the extent of movement of the 

[mesh] 



closure mexahff belween the retracted position and the 
extended posimriC wherein the closure member move- 
ment limiting means includes a housing bumper enclos- 
ing a front end of the track to prevent movement of the 
closure member beyond a front end of the compartment 
aperture as defmed by the housing, and a rear bumper 
fixed to the/nandlc and designed to engage the rear slide 
clamp to orcvenl rearward movemeni of the closure 
member beyond the retracted position. 
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14. A hand held fly swatier apparatus capable of 
being configured to cjpturc insects alive from given 
surfaces to allow their subsequent disposal, the appara- 
tus comprising: / 

an elongate, resiliently nexible handle of A generally 
rectangular cross-sectional configuration, having a 
rear end intended to be grasped by if user, and a 
front end; j 
a rigid, generally transparent housing attached to the 
front end of the handle and defining m insect trap 
compartment having a large aperture through 
which an insect is placed within /the insect trap 
compartment, the housing including an upper wall 
and interconnected side walls extending down- 
wardly to define the compartment aperture, 
wherein the upper wall includes a plurality of small 
apertures which allow air and/water to pass but 
which are not large enough to permit a roach-sized 
insect to escape thercthrough./the housing further 
including a projection which? MteAds rearwardly 
from a side wall adjacent to thfehAdle; 
a track including two parallel cjjtmels which define 
two sides of the compartm^t ap>emfre. wherein 
the track is supported hy A\hc wjWs and the rear- 
ward projection of the hotfcmig; 
a planar mesh closure member supponed within the 
track and slidable between^a retracted position to 
permit access to the in&ect trap compartment 
through the compartment aperture, and an ex- 
tended position wherein trie mesh closure member 
covers the compartment? aperture, wherein the 
housing and the mesh closure member, in its ex- 
tended position, cooperatively provide a fly swat- 
ter; and I 
a rear slide clamp attached to a rear end portion of 
the mesh closure member, having a central notch 
through which the handle slidably extends, for 
shdably supponing the rear end portion of the 
mesh closure member relative to the handle. 

15. An apparatus as set forth in claim 14, including 
means for limiting the extent of movement of the mesh 
closure member between the retracted position and the 
extended position. | 

16. An apparatus as set^forth in claim 15, wherein the 
closure member movement limiting means includes a 
housing bumper enclosing a front end of the track to 
prevent movement of the closure member beyond a 
front end of the compartment aperture as defined by the 
housing, and a rear bumper affixed to the handle to 
prevent rearward movement of the closure member 

beyond the retracted position, the rear bumper being so 
situated so as to position the front end portion of the 
mesh closure memberjwithin the portion of the track 
supported by the rey housing projection when the 
mesh closure member/is in its retracted position. 
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17. A hand held fly swatter apparatus/capable of 
being configured to capture, tnsecu aJive/from given 
surfaces to allow their subsequent dtspos^, the appara- 
tus comprising: 

an elongate handle having a reax endylntended to be 

grasped by a user, and a front e 
a rigid housing attached to the front ^d of the handle 
and defining an insect trap compartment having a 
large aperture through which an insect b placed 
within the insect trap companmenl, the housing 
including an upper wall and Anterconnected side 
walls extending downwardlvf to defme the com- 
partment aperture, and a track positioned adjacent 
to an edge of the compartment aperture; 
a frameless planar [mesh^ 



closure member supported 
within the track and slidable between a retracted 
position to permit accep to the insect trap com- 
partment through the compartment aperture, and 
an extended position wherein the [mesh] 



closure 

member covers thfe compartment aperture, 
wherein the housing and the [me S h ] 



i pbs^n, 4 



closure member, 

in its extended pbsftion, cooperatively provide a fly 
swatter; j 
a projection extending rearwardly from the insect 
trap compartment, which projection supports a 
portion of the track designed to support a front end 
portion of th^mesj^jclc^^ 
in its rctractcoposition; anJ 
a rear slide clai^ atuched to the rear end portion of 
the(mes|^closure member, having a central notch 
through whjch the handle slidably extends. 

18. An apparatus ayj^ forth in claim 17. wherein the 
track comprisesuwoj^allel channels which defme two 
sides of the comMnment ape^nure. wherein the chan- 
nels are arranged^ojuppcjfi a front end portion of the 
[mesh] I 

closure member throughout its range of motion 
between th^ retracted and extended positions. 

19. An apparatus as set forth in claim 17. including a 
housing bumper enclosing a front end of the track to 
prevent movement of the closure member beyond the 
front end of the compartment aperture as defmed by the 
housing, and a bumper fixed to the handle to prevent 
rearward movement of the closure member beyond the 
retracted position. 



